
Environment – Cllr. Adam Carew

Community Energy Environment Workshop 

We held a very informative and successful in house IT workshop for officers and members of 
community led green groups last week on the subject of using social media to promote 
green activities energy related topics across the district.   The day was a great success and 
the recommendations from this are being drawn up this week.  

COSY - Green Deal Communities 

The Government's Green Deal project formally closes next week. 

My department is providing an evaluation report for Government and summarising our list of 
achievements this will be shared with the Executive Board and Cabinet. I am pleased to tell 
you that this Council has spent all the money we were allocated and met all our targets.   In 
the wake of Brexit it is unlikely that there will be any EU funding towards such projects in 
future, we are hopeful that there may be more from the new Teresa May administration 
given her stated priority for helping those in need.  The good news is that our roll out of 
these energy efficiency projects was a great success helping over 3000 residents across 
East Hants and Havant. 

We are shortly going to launch a Whitehill & Bordon specific housing retrofit project similar to 
the interest free loans we offered a few years ago. 

In addition my department are promoting a scheme targeted at those on benefits who have 
no central heating.   Anyone who is on benefits and does not have any central heating what-
so-ever can apply.  They do not have to own their own home.  Please contact Beatrice 
Hubert-Price in my department for more information.  A press release will be issued shortly. 

Carbon Offset Board

I chair a Carbon Offset Board which is looking at ways we can still meet the high level former 
housing code levels after they were abolished by George Osborne.   We have devised our 
own Whitehill and Bordon model which provides a comprehensive, flexible solutions to 
reducing carbon.  The problem with former code levels is that they were often too inflexible, 
formulaic and failed to take into account "liveability".  Consequently there was often a 
significant gap between the code level and the actual performance. My board is considering 
a number of projects that meets our local targets in Whitehill and Bordon as well as providing 
best value for money and workable but rigorous solutions for the developer all of which 
will raise environmental performance in new homes. The models solutions have been 
shortlisted and will be trailed in Quebec, which is being built as we speak. They will be 
announced once finally determined.  

The work here will be monitored and with the intention of it being used as a model across the 
district and industry. 

Electric Vehicle Charging Network and EHDC "Green" Fleet 

I am proud to tell you that EHDC have once again put our money where our mouth is and 
lead by example. Our work vehicles and pool cars to wholly electric vehicles.  Our new pool 
car is a Nissan Leaf and our new works van will also be a Leaf Van. 

Our EVCN is ongoing with locations being progressed across the District.  We are expecting 
Alton and Whitehill & Bordon to be next. 



Consultants are looking in detail at the sites over the next two weeks following technical and 
legal complications and we are working with SSE to find locations in our chosen areas, as 
close as possible to their junction boxes to ensure we have sufficient electricity supply 
without having to upgrade the supply or involve long lengths of costly trenching.  

Taro/Penns Heat Network

Our lead officer on this project is now embedded in the Leisure Service procurement process 
to ensure the shortlisted bidders are able to understand the Council’s ambitions with regards 
to woodfuel. We are awaiting the outcome of the competitive dialogue process. 

Woodfuel Hub

My team is preparing an outline business case. Sadly despite all the encouraging noises 
from the LEP we find that we are not in a position to benefit from LEP funding at this stage 
as the Council does not qualify as an SME. Even if we formally partnered with the green 
energy companies we have been talking with they would not qualify as an SME either. 
 There is likely to be a second tier of funding and whilst we lobby the Government for a 
change to this irritating rule we have spoken with the Whitehill Bordon Regeneration 
Company where the project is to be based and strongly feel there is a huge opportunity here 
when our Woodfuel Heat Network goes ahead in town centre as planned. 
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